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STOWMARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
STOWMARKET . 

July,  1952. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOWMARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1951 • 

The  year  under  review  has  been  on  the  whole  a  healthy 
one,  without  any  major  epidemics,  although  Whooping  Cough 
persisted  among  the  younger  children  during  the  first 
two  quarters.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  an 
outbreak  of  Paratyphoid,  but  investigations  soon  revealed 
the  source,  and  it  was  terminated  before  a  major  epidemic 
could  occur. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  valuable  assistance 
and  support  from  Mr.  Fisher,  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
from  members  of  the  Council  and  staff,  and  I  would  like  to 
record  my  appreciation  and  thanks. 


GENERAL  S  TAT I S  TI C  S . 


Area.  ...  ...  ... 

Population  (Registrar  General Ts 

figures) . 

Inhabited  Houses. ... 
Rateable  Value.  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rote. 


1696  acres. 

7382. 

2355. 

£48,593. 

£184. 


BIRTHS .  (Registrar  General fs  figures). 
LIVE  BIRTHS. 

T  o  ta 1.  ...  ...  ... 

Legitimate.  ...  ... 

Illegitimate.  ...  ... 


M.  F.  Total. 

5?.  46.  102. 

53-  45.  98. 

3.  1.  4- 


BIRTH  RATE  :~ 


per  1,000  home  population. 

do.  do,  England  and  Wales. 

Comparability  factor. 


13-817. 

15*5. 

1*07. 


1 


I 


J 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 


Total.  ... 
Legitimate. . . . 
Illegi timate. 

m  m  m  •  *  • 

•  •  •  •  «  • 

•  •  •  •  A  A 

M. 

£7 

4. 

• 

Fa. 

a 

“  a 

• 

Total. 

4* 

4. 

*“*  • 

RATE 

per  1,000  home  population. 

do.  do.  England  and  Wales. 

= 

0-5U. 

0*36. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  (Under  one  year). 

Total.  .c. 

Legitimate. . . . 

Ill egitima  te. 

¥  c  ©  a  •  • 

•  a  a  • 

a  a  a  a  a  a 

M.  . 

r; 

i . 

a 

F. 

a 

a 

~a 

Total. 

T7 

1 . 

a 

DEATHS  OP  INFANTS 

UNDER  FOUR  WEEKS  OF 

AGE. 

Nil. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RiaTS. 

per  1,000  live  births. 

do.  do.  England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS.  (Registrar  General’s  figures). 

* 

C5 

9*8. 

29*6. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

All  causes.  ...  ... 

47. 

43' 

90. 

DEATH  RATE 

per  1 ,000  home  population. 

— — 

1 2*19. 

do.  do.  England  and  Wale 

s. 

22 

12*5. 

Comparability  factor. 

= 

0*93. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

54 

Total. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

2. 

2. 

Syphilitic  disease. 

1  . 

1. 

Other  infective  parasitic  diseases. 

- . 

1  . 

1. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

"**  • 

1 . 

1. 

do.  do.  ,  Lung,  bronchus. 

1  . 

1  . 

do.  do.  ,  breast. 

1 . 

1. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

3. 

2. 

5. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. 

1  . 

-. 

1. 

Diabetes. 

— . 

1 . 

1 . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

5. 

4- 

9. 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

10. 

3. 

13. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

1 . 

5. 

6. 

Other  heart  disease. 

6. 

8. 

14. 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

3. 

5. 

8  • 

Influenza. 

1 . 

1  . 

Pneumonia. 

2. 

2. 

Bronchitis, 

4. 

3. 

7. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

1 . 

—  „ 

1  . 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

1. 

— . 

1  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate. 

1 . 

1  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

7. 

4* 

1 1  . 

All  other  accidents. 

1 . 

1  . 

Suicide. 

“■ 

1 . 

1  . 

Totals  47. 


43 
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comparative  table  for  the  last  three  years 


1949. 

% 

1950. 

1951. 

England 
&  Wales 
1951. 

London  | 
1951 . 

Inhabited  Houses, 

2,273* 

2,319. 

2,355- 

*“*  • 

Population  (Registrar 
General’ s  Figures)- 

7,292. 

7,416. 

7,382. 

*"■*  • 

^  • 

i 

i 

Live  Births. 

123. 

112. 

102. 

*"•  • 

Birth  Rate  per 

1*000  population* 

16* 868 . 

15-1. 

13*817. 

1 

1 

m 

«  : 

in  1 

v  ! 

17*8. 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year. 

1 . 

2. 

1  . 

i 

1 

_  1 

•  ! 

Infantile  Mortality 
rate  per  1,000  live 
births. 

8»13. 

17-86. 

9*8. 

29.6. 

26*4-  ' 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  population. 

13-577. 

[  i 

9°98.  ! 
; 

12-19. 

12-5. 

13-1  . 

- 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  -  Compiled  from 

Notifications  received. 


Ages 

Total. 

Admit¬ 
ted  to 
Ho  sp- 
ital. 

Deaths. 

Disea  ses  0 

- - — , -  

-1 

v 

2 

3/ 

4 

5/ 

9 

10/ 
14  ; 

15/ 

24 

m 

C\]  + 

1.. 

1 

Whooping 

Cough. 

9  ! 

! 

15  i 

19 

22 

_  -j 

1  i 

“ 

- 

66 

1 

Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis. 

..... 

„ 

- 

1 

1 

1 

—m 

Measles. 

■ 

- 

— 

9 

9 

12 

1 

. 

_ 

34 

- 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia. 

.  . 

^ _ 

|  . 

— 

- 

_ 

5 

5 

— 

Dysent eryc 

— 

T  _ 

1 

—  -  — 

,  1- 

1 

■— 

Acute 

Encephalitis. 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid 
Fever*  ' 

| 

|  - 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

10 

20 

18 

1 

Erysipelas. 

I  - 

- 

— 

— 

— * 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Infective 

Hepatitis* 

— 

1  — 

! 

— 

— 

p - 

1 

1 

- 

— 

Totals 

131.  21. 

1  . 

3c 
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'■•/hooping  Gough  persisted  during  the  first  nine  months 
of  the  year,  20  cases  being  notified  during  the  first  quarter, 
and  37  during  the  second  quarter. 


Twenty-three  of 
quarter,  and  no 


the  measles  cases 
case  was  notified 


occurred  during  the 
after  August. 


Early  in  December  two  cases  of  Paratyphoid  were  notified, 
following  a  case  in  a  neighbouring  parish  of  the  Rural 
District  of  a  person  working  in  Stowmarket. 


Routine  investigations  were  carried  out,  and  very  soon 
the  source  of  the  outbreak  was  traced  to  a  food  handler  who 
was  carrying  the  disease  without  symptoms.  After  the  usual 
precautions  Were  taken,  the  incidence  of  cases  fell  rapidly, 
and  the  outbreak  was  terminated  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  early  conclusion  was  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  made  by 
your  Public  Health  Department  and  the  assistance  from  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Pre-school  population.  (0-4  years) 

School  population.  (5  -  14  years). 

Number  of  pre-school  children  immunised. 
Total  number  of  children  immunised. 
Percentage  of  pre-school  children  immunised. 
Percentage  of  all  children  immunised. 
’’Booster”  treatment  1  951  • 


•  •  •  686. 
...  1005. 

•  •  •  394. 

•  •  •  11 27 . 

...  57*43. 
. . .  66*65. 

•  •  •  4* 


For  the  fifth  year  in  succession,  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
has  been  notified  in  the  District. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary .  Non-Pulmonary . 

M .  F .  M .  F . 


(i)  New  cases  notified.  1.  3«*  3*  1. 

(x  One  case  had  previously  been  notified  in  another 
District) . 


(ii)  Ages  of  new  cases 
Pulmonary  (Lungs). 

1  Male  -  53  years.  3  Females  -  20,  30  and  31  years. 
Non-Pulmonary . 

3  Males  -  6,  43,  and  ?  years.  1  Female  -  5  years. 

(iii)  Cases  "crossed  off  the  Register  as  recovered"  during 
the  year  :- 

2  Non-Pulmonary  (1  Mole  -  12  years.  1  Female  -  6-g-  years). 


4. 


j 


.... 


(iv)  Gases  ''crossed  off  the  register  by  removal  to  other 
Districts  or  by  death"  during  the  year  :- 

6  Pulmonary  (3  males  -  24,  63  and  73  years). 

(3  Females  -  30,  43  and  67  years). 

2  Don-Pulmonary  (Males  -  4  and  6  years). 


(v)  Gases  on  the  register  at  end  of  the  year  : 


Pulmonary .  N  on-Pulmonary . 


Total. 

Mj_ 

Ek 

Total. 

11  . 

8. 

19. 

7. 

14. 

21  . 

SECTION  47 

OF  THE 

NATIONAL 

ASSISTANCE 

ACT, 

1948. 

No  cases  came  to  notice  for  action  under  this  Act. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

(i)  The  -water  supply  for  the  area  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw 

water  and  of  the  water  going  into  supply,  two  of  the 
former  and  thirteen  of  the  latter,  from  the  town 
(Station  Road)  and  the  Poplar  Hill  Water  ■rooafts 
supplies.  One  was  made  from  a  service  off  the 
Stowupland  Waterworks  supply. 

Five  from  the  Poplar  Hill  Waterworks  were  reported 
less  satisfactory  than  is  normally  the  case,  and 
remedial  action  taken  by  the  Water  Engineer.  That 
from  the  Stowupland  supply  was  also  reported  as 
unsatisfactory  and  was  referred  to  the  Gipping  Rural 
District  Water  Engineer,  in  whose  area  the  Waterworks 
is. 

The  remainder  of  the  reports  were  "very  satisfactory" 

(6),  and  'featisf actory "(4) • 

(iii)  The  waters  were  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

(iv)  No  action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination 
was  necessary. 

(v)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  population 
supplied  from  public  mains  was  as  follows 

(a)  Direct  to  houses.  -  2,281  (Population 

approx.  7,160) 

(b)  By  means  of  stand-pipes.  -  10  (Population 

approx.  80). 

In  a ddition,  35  houses  (population  approx:  140) 
are  supplied  from  the  Stowupland  Waterworks,  which  is 
in  the  Gipping  Rural  District. 
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SEYERAOE . 


Stage  1  of  the  Council’s  new  scheme  has  now  been  in 
operation  for  nearly  two  years,  and  apart  from  the  usual 
troubles  associated  with  a  new  plant,  the  system  is  working 
well.  The  effluent  produced  is  far  superior  to  that  of 
the  old  works. 

Detail  work  in  connection  with  Stage  2  has  been  in 
progress  for  some  months  and  an  experimental  surface  aeration 
plant  has  been  installed. 

Regular  analyses  of  the  crude  sewage,  primary  tank 
effluent  and  final  effluent  are  taken,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  results  obtained  will  enable  Stage  2  to  be  finally 
planned  about  the  end  of  the  present  year. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Surveyor  for  this 
section  of  the  report. 


MEAT,  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Action  under  this  heading  is  dealt  with  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 


ROOD  POISONING-  OUTBREAKS. 

No  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  were  reported. 


CLEAN  POOD  CAMPAIGNS. 

No  special  campaigns  have  been  initiated,  but  every 
opportunity  is  taken  to  keep  the  subject  of  food  hygiene 
before  the  public. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1957. 

Ministry  of  Labour  and  Notional  Service  Form  572 
is  attached. 


I  am,  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MARJORY  A.  DAYS  ON . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ST  O' MARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
ST0Y7MARKET. 

July,  1952. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOWMARKET  URBAN1  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


G-entl  emen. 


Annual  Report  of  the 


'ec tor. 


I  beg  to  submit  my  sixth  Annual  Report,  this  being  for 
the  year  1951 •  I  have  so  far  as  possible  omitted 
statistical  detail,  and  have  endeavoured  to  confine  the 
report  to  broad  outlines  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  health  of  the  town,  and  of  matters 
relative  thereto. 


HOUSING. 


Further  good  progress  was  made  by  the  Council  in 
providing  new  housing  accommodation,  and  most,  if  not  all, 
of  the  most  urgent  cases  on  the  housing  list  have  been 
provided  with  first-class  houses,  or  flats.  There  still 
remain  many  younger  married  people,  some  with  families,  and 
living  with  parents,  or  in  rooms,  for  whom  separate 
accommodation  is  required,  and  a  useful  programme  of  building 
is  in  hand  to  help  towards  satisfying  this  need.  There 
are  also  those  living  in  houses  which  in  better  times  would 
be  considered  unfit  for  habitation  to  be  borne  in  mind. 
Fortunately,  there  are  few,  if  any,  of  this  type  of  house 
for  which  demolition  could  be  justified  during  the  present 
housing  shortage,  but  the  fact  that  there  are  a  number  which 
would  warrant  such  action  in  normal  times  must  not  be 
lost  sight  of. 

Twenty  flats  and  sixteen  houses  in  Kent  Road  and 
Curwen  Road  were  completed  during  the  year  as  part  of  the 
Council’s  housing  scheme.  No  houses  were  completed  by 
private  enterprise.  Twenty-four  flats  and  eight  houses 
were  under  construction  for  the  Council,  and  one  house  by 
private  enterprise  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

One  house  -  No.  9,  Poplar  Hill  -  was  converted  into  a 
store  for  ad  joining. business  premises.  The  house  had 
become  vacant  and  was  not  capable, at  reasonable  expense, of 
being  made  fit  for  human  habitation. 
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OVERGROWING- . 


Pour  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated,  three  being 
re -housed  in  Council  Houses.  There  remain  a  number  of 
cases  of  more  than  one  family  per  house,  some  of  which 
amount  to  overcrowding  of  all  or  part  of  the  house,  though 
generally  within  the  standard  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Three  licences  to  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings 
were  issued.  There  are  now  five  such  dwellings  located 
on  separate  sites  in  the  District.  This  has  fortunately 
not  so  far  become  the  problem  that  exists  in  some  Districts, 
but  it  is  a  position  which  needs  to  be  watched. 


FOOD  HYGIENE . 

All  food  establishments  have  been  periodically  visited 
and  conditions  found  generally  reasonably  satisfactory. 
Emphasis  has  been  put  on  personal  cleanliness,  which  is 
attainable  by  all  and  without  which  little  real  progress 
can  be  made  in  the  matter  of  food  hygiene.  Desirable 
structural  improvements  to  existing  properties  are  not 
always  practicable,  but  clean  habits  and  methods  can 
usually  be  catered  for  without  too  much  difficulty. 

Brief  details,  under  the  various  headings,  of  the 
work  which  has  been  carried  out  are  as  follows  :~ 
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( a)  Meat  (Home  Killed) 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

"  ■  - - 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed. 

(if  known). 

975. 

339. 

1 ,059. 

1,453. 

1 ,160. 

Number  inspected. 

i - 

VO 

VJ1 

• 

_ 1 

339. 

1  ,059. 

1,453. 

1,1  60 . 

All  diseases  except 

4. 

20. 

2. 

21  . 

Tuberculosis. 

1/hole  carcases 
condemned. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis. 

128. 

57. 

4. 

35. 

66. 

13-54. 

16-8. 

— 

2-27. 

— 

2*55. 

7-5. 

Tub ere ulosis 

only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis • 

4. 

4- 

| 

! 

! 

2. 

69. 

66. 

i 

18. 

7*49. 

20*65. 

0*09. 

*“*  • 

1  *72. 

A  100%  inspection  of  all  the  carcases  and  offals  passing 
through  the  Government  Central  Slaughterhouse  v;as  again 
maintained.  This  has  necessitated  attendance  at  the 
Slaughterhouse  out  of  normal  working  hours  and  including 
several  Sundays,  and  it  has  further  heen  made  possible  by  the 
ready  co-operation  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager,  who  has 
carried  out  inspections  during  my  absence  on  holiday,  etc. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  adjoining  Rural  District  has 
also  been  available  on  these  occasions,  if  reguired. 
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The  following  tables  show  (i)  the  animals  killed  and 
meat  and  offals  condemned,  and  (ii)  the  percentage  found 


be  affected  with  disease 

ANIMALS  KILLED  AND  MEAT 

during  the 

AND  OFFALS 

past  three 

CONDEMNED . 

years 

1949. 

1950. 

'1961. 

Cattle. 

1 ,007. 

1  ,218. 

1 ,314. 

Calves. 

1  ,110. 

i ,156. 

1,059. 

Sheep  and  Lambs. 

1,641. 

1 .769. 

1 ,453. 

Pigs. 

5Pk..  

1,1  60  • 

Totals 

4,081. 

4,647. 

4,986. 

Meat  condemned. 

17,618. 

1  2,67li. 

9,1 16^. lbs 

Offals  condemned. 

12,2101. 

9,700-jj. 

8,255.  lbs 

‘'Imported”  Meat. 

2,422. 

228. 

348.  lbs 

(ii)  PERCENTAGE  OF  ANIMALS  KILLED  AFFECTED  WITH  DISEASE. 
All  diseases  except 


Tuberculosis. 


• 

1949. 

1950. 

1251s. 

Cattle,  excluding  Cows. 

30-94. 

23*06. 

13.54 

Cows. 

23.6. 

22*81 . 

16-8. 

Calves • 

0.9. 

0*95. 

2-27 

Sheep  and  Lambs. 

4*27. 

1-41. 

2-55 

Pigs. 

38-1  . 

17*66. 

7*5. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Cattle,  excluding 

C  ow  s . 

9*46. 

6*39. 

7-49 

Cows. 

34*o. 

28  •  65 . 

20*65 

Calves. 

0*45. 

0-09. 

0*09 

Sheep  and  Lambs. 

• 

Pigs. 

6*2. 

3-37. 

1  *72 

These  figures  are 

interesting,  and 

possibly  to 

some 

extent  re-assuring.  The  higher  perecentage  of  calves 
condemned  is  accounted  for  by  the  number  of  immature  carcases, 
fourteen  hg^ng  been  condemned  during  the  year  for  this  reason. 
It  shoulc/be  permissable  to  send  in  calves  for  slaughter 
under  ten  days  old,  as  they  are  of  no  food  value  under  that 
age,  and  there  is  also  the  humanitarian  aspect.  These  baby 
calves  are  carted  to  the  market,  where  they  may  remain  for 
some  hours  before  being  taken  to  the  slaughterhouse,  where  they 
may  also  have  to  remain  for  some  time  before  being  killed, 
and  some  amount  of  suffering  is  inevitable.  One  farmer  in 
the  District  brings  his  oalves  direct  to  the  slaughterhouse 
for  immediate  slaughter,  and  his  action  is  to  be  commended. 


(b)  Imported  Meat. 

Only  4  lbs  of  meat  imported  from  overseas  were  condemned,  but 
344  lbs  coming  in  from  other  Districts  were  found  to  be 
unfit,  due  to  conditions  not  discoverable  until  the  carcases 
had  been  jointed. 
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( c )  Tinned  and  Other  Foods. 


The  following  tinned  and 

other 

foods 

were  condemned 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Fish. 

38  tins. 

28. 

3f. 

Bulk  126  lbs. 

Fruit. 

242  tins. 

284. 

if. 

32  jars. 

25. 

0  0 

• 

7  bottles. 

8. 

Bulk  200  lbs. 

Jams  and 

Conserves. 

12  tins. 

14. 

8. 

Mea  t. 

110  tins. 

479. 

9. 

Bulk  7  lbs. 

Milk. 

12  tins, 

99  tins. 

12. 

0. 

(eguiv:  I84i  pints). 

Vegetables. 

109  tins. 

124. 

1  2. 

(16  fluid  02ss. ) 

1  tin. 

Miscell- 

aneous. 

13  t  in  s . 

11  . 

7* 

60  packets. 

15. 

0. 

Bulk  72  lbs. 

Totals 

735  tins 

Bulk  405  lbs. 

0  iSG  m 

1003. 

34. 

(eguiv:  I84i  pints). 
16  fluid  ozs. 

Included  in  the  above  is  3274'  lbs.  of  Imported  Cooked 

Ham. 


( d )  Total  weight  of  oil  foods  condemned  : - 

8*58  tons  (approx:)  (1950-  -  10*632  tons.) 

(1949.  -  13*25.  tons.) 


(e)  Slaughterhouse. 


This  lias  been  maintained  in  reasonably  good  condition. 
During  the  year  a  refrigerator  was  installed,  and  this  is 
useful  for  offals  but  is  not  large  enough  for  any 
carcases.  An  improvement  in  the  hanging  arrangements 
in  the  Offals  Room  was  effected. 


(f)  Transport  of  Meat. 

This  remains  substantially  the  same,  and  the  only 
favourable  comment  to  be  made  is  that  the  vehicles  arrive 
clean  in  the  mornings  for  loading. 

Two  dilapidated  vehicles  were  replaced  as  a  result  of 
representations  to  the  Meat  Transport  Organisation. 


(f)  Transport  of  Meat  (Continued ) . 


A  letter  from  the  Council  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Division 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  elicited  the  reply  that  "There  are 
eleven  wagons  based  on  the  Ipswich  Depot  and  we  are  informed 
that  six  of  these  vehicles  are  already  fitted  with  hanging 
gear;  there  has,  however,  been  some  difficulty  with  the 
drivers  as  they  claim  that  the  hanging  of  beef  requires 
additional  labour  . , . . »  Steps  are  being  taken  to  overcome, 
if  possible,  the  labour  difficulty  encountered  on  the 
question  of  hanging  beef,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
provide  the  service  you  require".  A  letter  in  October 
from  the  Meat  Transport  Organisation  stated  that  "the  matter 
is  being  actively  pursued  .....  particularly  with  regard  to 
the  men  not  using  their  hanging  gear  to  its  fullest 
capacity."  Presumably  "steps  are  still  being  taken"  and 
"the  pursuit"  continues,  but  beef  is  still  being  stacked 
and  not  hung. 

That  beef  can  be  hung  easily  and  by  one  man,  given  a 
properly  equipped  vehicle,  was  demonstrated  recently,  when  a 
van  from  London  was  so  loaded  for  a  long  distance  journey. 
All  that  is  necessary  is  properly  appointed  vehicles  and 
the  will  to  use  them. 


( g )  Food  Premises. 


Periodical  visits  were  paid  to  all  food  premises,  and 
regular  inspections  made  of  all  food  stalls  in  the  market. 

Dine  additions  were  made  to  the  register  of  premises 
for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 


( h)  Milk. 

The  dairies  were  visited  periodically,  but  no  formal 
action  was  found  necessary.  Three  informal  notices  were 
given  to  dairymen  regarding  conditions  generally  and 
particularly  to  inadequate  washing  facilities  for  employees, 
and  these  were  complied  with. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Register  contains  details  of  three 
dairy  premises  and  five  milk  distributors  -  one  for  the  sale 
of  bottled  milk  only. 

One  Pasteurised  Dealer’s  and  two  Tuberculin  Tested 
Dealer’s  licences  were  renewed. 

Proceedings  were  taken  before  the  Magistrates  against 
one  Dairyman  under  Section  9  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 1938, 
for  selling  a  bottle  of  milk  containing  nineteen  splinters 
of  glass,  and  a  fine  of  £5  was  imposed. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Sixteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  public 
supplies  -  six  off  the  town  supply,  nine  off  the  Poplar  Hill 
supply,  and  one  off  the  Stowupland  Waterworks  supply  -  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  Bacteriological 
examination.  Five  of  the  Poplar  Hill  samples  were  less 
satisfactory  than  usual,  but  after  remedial  action  by  the 
Water  Engineer  subsequent  samples  were  reported  as  ’’very 
satisfactory'1  and  "highly  satisfactory”.  Three  of  the 
Station  Road  samples  were  also  reported  ”very  satisfactory”. 
That  from  the  Stowupland  Waterworks  was  not  regarded  as 
satisfactory,  and  the  attention  of  the  Gipping  Rural 
District  Water  Engineer  was  drawn  to  this. 

Water  from  a  shallow  well  supplying  one  house  was  found 
on  analysis  to  be  heavily  polluted.  The  well  was  closed, 
and  the  house  connected  to  the  public  main  after  service 
of  informal  notice. 


SWIMMING  POOL. 

One  sample  of  water  from  the  Swimming  Pool  was  taken 
and  reported  as  satisfactory. 

SHOPS  ACT.  1950. 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out,  but  no  formal 
action  was  found  necessary. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

A  number  of  inspections  were  carried  out,  and  seventeen 
informal  notices  given  to  remedy  defects  and  infringements. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT. 1951. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  1st  November,  1951?  and 
two  premises  were  registered. 


SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

Some  improvement  over  the  previous  year  was  noticeable, 
but  it  was  necessary  on  two  or  three  occasions  to  draw  the 
attention  of  both  the  G .W.S .Creamery  and  the  Violet  Hill 
Laundry  to  excessive  smoke  emissions,  and  on  a  number  of 
occasions  the  amount  of  smoke  discharged  was  more  than 
desirable,  though  insufficient  in  amount  and  duration  of 
discharge  to  justify  action.  Inferior  quality  fuel  was 
blamed  when  complaint  was  made,  and  was  no  doubt  a 
contributory  cause,  but  more  care  in  stoking  would  go  some 
way  to  counteract  this  and  reduce  the  nuisance  in  these 
residential  localities. 


CONVENIENCES  AT  LICENCES  AND  PUBLIC  PREMISES. 


These  have  been  found  generally  clean  and  well  maintained, 
and  no  action  has  been  necessary. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


These  have  given  rise  to  no  particular  trouble  during 
the  year.  The  Ladies  Conveniences  were  connected  to  the 
town  street  lighting  circuit  and  were  left  open  all  night, 
and  no  complaints  of  misuse  or  abuse  have  been  received. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis,  one  of  Dysentery,  one  Acute 
Encephalitis,  two  Erysipelas,  and  one  Infective  Hepatitis, 
were  investigated  ,  and  necessary  action  taken. 

Twenty  cases  of  Para-Typhoid  which  occurred  in  the  Urban 
District  were  investigated  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  all  necessary  action  taken.  Ten  other  cases  in  two 
adjacent  Rural  Districts  also  occurred  as  part  of  the  same 
outbreak.  Some  dozens  of  contacts  were  interviewed,  and 
specimens  of  their  blood,  faeces  and  urine  collected  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  the  fullest 
co-operation  was  given  by  all  concerned. 


POLIOMYELITIS. 


Early  in  the  year,  at  the  request  of  the  Central  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  a  series  of  sewer  swabs  were  taken  to  assist 
in  the  Medical  Research  Council’s  research  on  Poliomyelitis. 
Stowmarket  was  selected  as  being  one  of  the  towns  in  which  no 
definite  or  suspicious  cases  had  occurred  during  the 
preceding  two  years.  The  swabbing  was  carried  out  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Ipswich  at  thirty  sewer  points 
in  various  parts  of  the  town  in  May  and  again  in  June.  Later 
in  the  year,  following  a  case  of  Poliomyelitis,  a  further 
series  of  swabs  were  taken,  including  some  of  the  house  drains 
at  five  points  in  the  vicinity  of  the  house  where  the  case 
occurred.  These  investigations  are  proceeding,  and  further  '• 
swabbing  will  be  called  for. 


Q. FEVER  INVESTIGATION,  1951. 

(a)  Number  of  samples  examined.  1. 

(b)  Number  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  0. 

(c)  Number  found  to  contain  brucella  organisms.  0. 

(d)  Number  found  to  contain  Q.  fever.  0* 


D.ISINFESTATIO: 

Pour  bug  disinfestations  were  carried  out. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  19U9. 

Frequent  surveys,  particularly  of  places  where 
infestations  are  known  to  be  likely,  and  prompt  treatment 
where  rats  are  found,  however  small  in  number,  have  been 
carried  out.  Fifty  three  complaints  of  rats  and  mice 
were  received.  The  number  of  premises  treated  was  177? 
and  the  known  "kill”  was  791  rats  and  60  mice.  This  shows 
a  considerable  reduction  of  the  previous  year.  Two 
maintenance  treatment  on  the  sewers  were  carried  out. 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 

No  known  pollution  of  the  River  G-ipping  or  other 
watercourses  in  the  District  occurred  during  the  year,  and  it 
only  remains  for  the  River  to  be  thoroughly  cleared  of  the 
rubbish  which  has  been  deposited  in  it,  and  for  the  members 
of  the  public  who  regard  it  as  a  convenient  dumping  place 
for  their  rubbish  to  discontinue  this  practice,  to  make  it 
a  pleasing  feature  of  the  town. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  collection,  as  re*-organised  the  previous  year, 
continued  satisfactorily,  and  calls  for  no  special  comment. 

Many  owners  and  occupiers  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
Council fs  scheme  of  providing  refuse  bins  at  a  charge  of  U/~ 
per  year,  and  137  bins  were  so  supplied  during  the  year, 
making  a  total  issue  of  192  since  the  commencement  of  the 
scheme.  Thirty  nine  bins  were  provided  privately  as  a 
result  of  Informal  Notice. 

The  refuse  tip,  though  lacking  sufficient  covering 
materials  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  controlled  tipping 
has  given  rise  to  no  nuisance,  other  than  one  alleged  to  be 
due  to  smoke.  This  was  the  result  of  unauthorised  firing 
of  the  tip  by  trespassers,  and  was  in  any  event  grossly 
exaggerated,  the  resultant  smoke  generally  blowing  away  from 
the  habitations  and  public  highways. 


SALVAGE. 

A  salvage  scheme,  particularly  relating  to  waste  paper, 
was  inaugurated  and  met  with  some  measure  of  success.  A  total 
of  nearly  78  tons,  producing  £1,228.  4*  5d  was  despatched  to 
the  Mills,  and  this  resulted  in  a  profit  of  some  £360.  This 
result  could  easily  have  been  very  much  better  had  more 
householders  put  their  waste  paper  by  for  collection,  and  also 
but  for  the  operation  of  ’'pirate”  collectors  who  took  several 
tons  of  the  better  class  material  out  of  the  town. 

Salvage  of  other  materials  -  Scrap  metal,  rags,  bones 
and  string  ~  p^r-Cn.ced  £87.  7-  33. 


COMPLAINTS. 


Two  hundred  and  twenty  six  complaints  were  received  and 
dealt  withe 


9 


•w  1  . 


t. 


NOTICES 


Two  hundred  and  fifty  eight  Informal  Notices,  verbally 
or  by  letter,  were  given.  No  Statutory  Notices  were 
necessary. 


GENERAL. 


An  appreciable  number  of  minor  nuisances  have  been 
remedied, and  house  repairs  carried  out,  and  in  no  case  has  it 
been  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  action.  Some  pressure  and 
a  good  deal  of  patience  has  been  necessary  on  occasion,  but, 
generally  speaking,  owners  and  others  responsible  have  been 
found  willing  to  carry  out  reasonable  requirements. 

Without  assistance  of  any  kind,  it  is  not  possible  to 
give  the  constant  close  attention  to  every  phase  of  the 
work  that  one  would  wish,  and  time  spent  on  the  clerical 
side  could  well  be  devoted  to  inspections.  It  is  not 
possible,  for  instance,  to  carry  out  systematic  house  to 
house  inspections,  nor  frequent  inspections  of  shops, 
factories  and  workshops  etc.,  but  from  my  knowledge  of  the 
District,  and  of  the  conditions  prevailing,  I  am  satisfied 
that  there  is  no  occasion  for  undue  concern.  There  are 
certainly  a  number  of  houses  lacking  modern  amenities,  but 
in  the  main  they  are  kept  in  quite  good  repair,  and  the 
sanitary  condition  of  all  classes  of  property  -  houses  and 
workplaces,  etc.  -  is  reasonably  good. 

Meat  and.  food  inspection  has  been  given  first  priority, 
being  considered  of  paramount  import a nee, both  to  ensure  safe 
food  supplies  and  to  prevent  avoidable  waste.  In  this 
connection,  I  record  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of 
the  Slaughterhouse  Manager  and  of  other  Ministry  of  Pood 
officials,  but  I  regret  the  lack  of  progress  in  the  matter  of 
meat  transport. 


CONCLUSION. 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  bring  much,  to  the  special 
notice  of  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  I  acknowledge 
with  appreciation  the  Council continued  confidence  and 
support.  I  would  also  thank  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  other  officers  for  their  co-operation  and  support. 


I  am,  Gentlemen* , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  FISHER. 

Sanitary  Inspector, 

Meat  and  Poods  Inspector, 
and  Salvage  Officer. 
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